.urn. i Jii^o rj^uivi a/uviUA                 277
Jvty 8.
I HAVE just taken possession of my new room, and find it exceedingly comfortable, though as yet it is all in a great mess. There is one novelty about it that ought to prove a comfort, the windows and doors are closed in with wire gauze, so that it is 'insect proof/ and I can sleep without a mosquito-net. Moreover, I hope that horrid creature, the mason-bee, won't be able to get in to my books, and spoil them. I was rather afraid that I might find it hot and airless, especially at night, but there seems to be a very good draught of air right through, and so far it is most comfortable.
Last week was a very gay one. On Tuesday the captain and officers of the Curafoa gave a capital ball. On Wednesday two of the sailors called at Vailima, and the spokesman announced that * me and my messmates were to give a ball that eveningJ in the very same ' 'all/ and requesting the honour of our company. Louis and Belle went, and declare it was even more successful than the other; the men behaved so well, and danced better than the officers! There is a very good feeling on board, and both officers and men speak so nicely of each other. Then the German firm gave a grand entertainment called a Blumen Corso, or flower fete, the sort of thing that is known as a Bataille de flenrs in the south of France. All the horses and carriages (mostly of